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The Bureau of  
Reclamation’s 
WaterSMART Program 
is a critical component 
of  efforts to restore 
water supply and 
demand balance in the 
West. WaterSMART 
Grants have been a 
powerful tool for 
spurring collaborative, 
locally-led water 
conservation projects. 
These grants come with 
a match requirement 
that leverages non-
federal investment at 
nearly a 3:1 ratio. 

Fish & Wildlife Benefits Left Out 
 

WaterSMART Grants are a cost-effective tool to 

enhance water supplies. For example, the 5 

grants issued so far save an estimated 11,500 

acre-feet of water per year—enough to pro-

vide water for more than 46,000 people. How-

ever, very few grants fund projects that have benefits for aquatic habitat or put water back 

into rivers, even though species recovery is one goal of the program. Project stakeholders 

and Reclamation need to work together so future WaterSMART Grants stack habitat and flow 

benefits on top of the important water supply benefits already being generated. 

IMPACTS: 

    From 2010-2015, 5 grants 

awarded $1.4 million to local 

project sponsors in Arizona 

leveraging $9.3 million in 

non-federal funds for water 

efficiency. 



There is a significant amount of unmet water savings potential and ignored 

habitat benefits in the current WaterSMART Program. With sufficient funding 

and a renewed emphasis on projects offering ecological as well as water supply 

benefits, the program will continue to offer water conservation successes while 

benefitting both water users and the watersheds on which they depend. 

Congress and the Bureau of Reclamation need to (1) fund WaterSMART 

Grants at $30 million per year or more and (2) encourage more projects 

with habitat benefits by either adjusting grant criteria or expanding eligibility 

requirements so sportsmen’s organizations can apply for the grants. 

Next Steps 
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FY16

Amount needed for 1 in 3 success rate

For more information, contact Jimmy Hague, TRCP Center for Water Resources, jhague@trcp.org, (202) 639-8727 

Did you know?  Only 
 

1 out of  5 
 

WaterSMART Grant  
applicants is  
successful. 

Historically, the program has had 
enough funding to support only about 
20% of  grant applicants, leaving 
millions of  dollars worth of  high-
quality water conservation projects 
unfunded each year. 
 

With just $7 million more (25% above 
current levels), WaterSMART could 
support 1 out of  every 3 applicants. 


