
Join Audubon’s Western Rivers Action Network - bit.ly/JoinWRAN 

 

Visit our website: http://az.audubon.org/western-rivers-action-network-0          Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WesternRiversAZ  

Learn more about Audubon Arizona’s IBA Program at aziba.org 

For more information contact Arizona’s WRAN coordinator Sarah Luna  at llsarah@msn.com 

Why is  WRAN                         

working to protect flow in the                                     

Colorado River Basin? 
 

88 percent of Arizona voters see the          

Colorado River as critical to the state’s        

economy and over 80 percent of Arizona       

voters think inadequate water supplies and 

low levels of water in rivers are serious  

problems.1 

 

The Colorado River and its tributaries… 

 Support 16 million jobs in agriculture,        

energy production, recreation and more. 

 Supply irrigation water to farms and               

ranches that generate some 15% of              

United States agricultural output. 

 Provide habitat for diverse fish, birds, and 

other wildlife including the Western Yellow-

billed Cuckoo,  Southwestern Willow        

Flycatcher, Bell’s Vireo, Lucy’s Warbler, and 

more.  

 Provide migratory corridors for the              

vast majority of migrating birds in the                      

intermountain west. 

 Are over-allocated. There are more water 

rights in the basin than there is actual water in 

the river— this is what’s referred to as a 

structural deficit. 

 Are at risk. Drought, increasing                       

temperatures and growing populations                   

are the new normal for the Colorado           

River Basin, decreasing even further the 

amount of available water. 

In Arizona, the main stem of the Colorado River supports three                             

continentally-designated and four globally-designated              

Important Bird Areas.   

Homer Gilchrist, 2013 

The San Pedro River, a secondary tributary to the Colorado, is one of 

Arizona’s greatest treasures.  It supports one of the country’s best  

examples of desert riparian habitat and is one of only four 

major north-south migratory bird corridors in the southwestern 

United States. 

Steve Prager, 2015 

1 2018 Conservation in the West Poll.  State of the Rockies Project, Colorado               
College. January 25, 2015.  https://www.coloradocollege.edu/stateoftherockies/ 



 

 
 

To protect the flow of the Colorado River and its tributaries,  Arizona must…. 

 

 Support the Drought Contingency Plan (DCP) to protect Lake Mead’s elevation from dropping to critical 

levels. The lake is like a bank account, and we are withdrawing more than we deposit. Without the DCP, Arizona 

water users will be vulnerable to extraordinary water shortages, and protecting ecological resources dependent on 

freshwater would become exponentially more difficult. It’s a priority to put the DCP policy in place to protect our 

communities, economies, rivers, birds, and other wildlife. 

 

 Support DCP-plus, an Arizona-only plan to incentivize reductions in water to prevent a shortage declaration 

because of low water levels in Lake Mead. 

 

 Protect groundwater including the 1980 Groundwater Management Act which gives predictability and 

reliability in our groundwater supplies—giving investors, industries, and businesses assurance that they can invest in 

Arizona. Arizona depends on groundwater for nearly half of its supplies, but the amount actually being withdrawn 

across the state remains unknown. Further plans are needed to manage groundwater sustainably. 

 

 Support a long-term Colorado River conservation plan which would establish an ongoing and collaborative 

plan to ensure Lake Mead’s levels are protected. This would ensure that water users could choose to conserve 

their water in Lake Mead and that it would not be consumed by other users. 

 

 Support commitments made in Minute 323, the updated Colorado River management agreement between 

the U.S. and Mexico, by enacting a Lower Basin drought contingency plan and an in-state implementation plan. 

 

If we do not protect our western    

rivers, it will impact the outdoor 

economy by affecting hunting, fishing, 

wildlife watching, and tourism. 

 

With birds as our proxy, Audubon 

can take action to shape better out-

comes for people and birds - ensuring 

a balanced approach from govern-

ment and water users that protects 

ecosystems and provides water supply 

reliability across the basin. 

Join Audubon’s Western Rivers Action Network - bit.ly/JoinWRAN 

 

For more information contact Arizona’s WRAN coordinator Sarah Luna  at llsarah@msn.com 


