ECONOMY OF THE WEST CRUCIALLY
DEPENDENT ON the COLORADO RIVER:

Nearly 2/3 rds of the Coloroado River Basin’s
Economic Value is supported by the Colorado River

COLORADO

RIVERGENERATES

$1.4 TRILLION

IN ECONOMIC BENEFITS ANNUALLY

The river supports a diversity of industries located in the seven Colorado River basin states,
including a $26 billion recreation economy that is not fully accounted for in the ASU study.1

the colorado river generates

ANNUAL GROSS STATE
PRODUCT ( $2014 )

DEPENDENT ON THE COLORADO RIVER

IN BILLIONS

THE

ARIZONA......................$185.01
CALIFORNIA.................$657.45
COLORADO...................$188.95
NEVADA ......................$115.39
NEW MEXICO.................$59.76
UTAH.............................$69.79
WYOMING......................$21.67

OUR analysis clearly
demonstrates the importance
of the Colorado River for the
economies of the Basin Region.
Dr. Tim James, Professor of Economics
and Report Author, Arizona State University

$871 billion

in wages & labor income
in the Basin Region
every year.
¹ A previous PTF study conducted by Southwick Associates found that the river also supports a $26 billion recreation economy.
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AT&T operates in water-stressed
areas and we are mitigating
business risks by using water more
efficiently. In fact, we developed
and implemented a water efficiency
toolkit with Environmental Defense
Fund and have shared it widely for
other companies to use.
John Schulz , Assistant Vice President, Sustainability
Operations, AT&T

www.protectflows.com

we are all in this together.

the colorado river generates significant
value for every state in the southwest.
we need to work together across state
boundaries to keep the river flowing.

OVER 16 MILLION JOBS
IN THE BASIN REGION RELY ON THE AVAILABILITY
OF COLORADO RIVER WATER EACH YEAR

Preserving and protecting
the Colorado River as a water
source for future generations
is imperative. By implementing
smart efficiency measures such
as conservation and reuse,
we can make sure the Colorado
River survives and thrives.
Rob MacLean, President, California American Water
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* Seven California counties that receive Colorado River water: Imperial, Los Angeles,
Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, and Ventura

all business sectors risk economic
losses if we further deplete this resource.

The Colorado River supports industries ranging from
manufacturing to real estate and health care services.
Pictured here is an employee of biotech firm
Life Technologies based in Southern CA. The company
has reduced its water footprint by 50% in 5 years.

the five PRIVATE SECTOR industries basin-wide
that would decline the most if Colorado River
water was unavailable are:
		
		
		
		
		

Real Estate & Rental ($174.3 billion)
Healthcare & Social Services ($148.6 billion)
Finance & Insurance ($137.1 billion)
Professional, Scientific & Technical Services ($130.6 billion)
Retail Trade ($96.2 billion)

( Dollar Amounts Represent Gross State Product )

the region and businesses benefit
financially if we use water more efficiently.
solutions already exist, and can be found
at www.protectflows.com.
² Economists at the L. William Seidman Research Institute at the W. P. Carey School of Business at Arizona State University
conducted the analysis, which covers all seven Colorado River Basin states and all business sectors.
< To view the full report see www.protectflows.com >
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In 2013 and 2014, Protect the Flows
convened two Business of Water Corporate
Leader Summits where hundreds of
businesses and water leaders met to identify
and share best practices and private sector
innovations addressing water supply issues
in the Colorado River basin. In the wake of
two successful summits, Protect the Flows
commissioned an economic analysis from
Arizona State University2 to document the
value of the Colorado River to the region.

