
Background 

 54 percent of Arizona’s water comes from surface water sources 
and about three percent comes from reclaimed wastewater.           
The remaining 43 percent comes from pumped groundwater1 

 To manage this critical resource, Arizona passed the landmark              
Groundwater Management Act of 19802 

 The Groundwater Management Act of 1980 

  moved Arizona to the forefront among the states in                        
terms of planning and managing its water future. 

 supports predictability and reliability in Arizona’s groundwa-
ter  supplies - giving investors, industries, and businesses assur-
ance that their money is well spent in our state. 

 prevents the draining of our state’s groundwater tables and 
the devastation of the rivers and streams that provide habitat 
for some of the Nation’s most incredible bird, habitat, and  
wildlife resources   
 

Key Points in the Groundwater  
Management Act of 19802 

 

 The five “active management areas” covered by the Groundwater 
Management Act include less than a quarter of the state’s land 
mass, but over 75 percent of its population 

 Developers building in active-management areas must               
demonstrate an assured water supply lasting at least 100 years          
for new growth 

 The statutory deadline for reaching “safe yield” – that is, ground-
water withdrawal that does not exceed annual replenishment of 
underground aquifers – is fast approaching: 2025 

 Outside of active-management areas and “non-irrigation areas,”               
groundwater use in Arizona remains essentially unregulated 
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“…we must continue to be           
pragmatic and proactive – just 

like those before  us – in how we 
manage our water resources.”    

 
- Governor Doug Ducey  

1 https://www3.epa.gov/watersense/docs/arizona_state_fact_sheet.pdf 
2 http://www.azwater.gov/azdwr/ADWR_News/GroundwaterManagementAct.htm 
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Threats to Arizona’s Groundwater 

 Legislation seeking to weaken or dismantle the Groundwater 
Management Act of 1980 

 Legislation that favors a patchwork of local ordinances over    
science-based statewide water management 

 Attempts to weaken the Adequate Water Supply program—the 
amendment that gives counties the authority to require proof of 
100-year’s worth of water for new development’s outside of 
AMA’s 

 Failure to fund the Arizona Department of Water Resources 
 

Keys to Sustainable Groundwater              
Management 

 Supporting and strengthening the Groundwater Management 
Act of 1980 

 Properly funding the Arizona Department of Water Resources 
 Statewide, science-based, long-term water planning 
 Creative, flexible, and responsive policies that balance water  

demands with available supplies 
 Encouraging conservation, reuse, and efficiency   

 Collaboration across all water sectors, users, and stakeholders 

 

Additional Resources: 

 The Arizona Groundwater Management Act of 1980:                               

http://www.azwater.gov/AzDWR/WaterManagement/documents/

Groundwater_Code.pdf 

 

 Arizona Department of Water Resource’s Strategic Vision for 

Water Supply Susatainability 

http://www.azwater.gov/AzDWR/Arizonas_Strategic_Vision/ 

 

 Western Rivers Action Network Resources Page 

http://az.audubon.org/conservation/wran-resources 
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