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Audubon’s Important Bird Areas 

Founded by BirdLife International and managed in the US by the   

National Audubon Society, the Important Bird Area (IBA) Program 

identifies a network of sites that maintain the long-term viability of 

wild bird populations while engaging the public to conserve those 

areas of critical habitat.  Arizona contributes 46 sites to this network 

of over 8,000 sites in 178 countries. 

Many of these sites depend on the health of the Colorado River and 

its tributaries. 

The Colorado River 

The Colorado River alone supports three continentally-designated 

and four globally-designated IBAs.  Within these IBA’s, critical 

marshland and riparian habitat support several species of concern 

including the California black rail, Yuma clapper rail, western yellow-

billed cuckoo, and southwestern willow flycatcher.  
Colorado River Important Bird Areas: 
 
Cibola National Wildlife Refuge 
http://aziba.org/?page_id=340  
Imperial National Wildlife Refuge 
http://aziba.org/?page_id=411  
Havasu National Wildlife Refuge 
http://aziba.org/?page_id=386  
Bill Williams River National Wildlife Refuge 
http://aziba.org/?page_id=272  
Mittry Lake State Wildlife Area 
http://aziba.org/?page_id=490  
Imperial Reservoir 
http://aziba.org/?page_id=422  
Imperial National Wildlife Refuge: 
http://aziba.org/?page_id=411  
Lower Colorado River Gadsen Riparian Area 
http://aziba.org/?page_id=436  

The western yellow-billed cuckoo: once a common bird along Arizona’s rivers, 

this iconic riparian species was listed as a threatened species in 2014.                                         

Photo Credit: Hunter McCall 
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The Verde River 

The Verde River and it’s watershed are vital to Arizona’s 

birds.  In fact, the river and it’s watershed support 78% of 

the our breeding bird species.  In addition, the only river 

miles included in the National Wild and Scenic River        

System, 57.3 of them, are within the Verde’s watershed. 

The two IBA’s on the Upper Verde were designated for the              

significant concentration and diversity of  bird species 

found within their riparian, mesquite bosque, floodplain, 

and prickly pear grassland habitats.  

Audubon’s Important Bird Areas 

Verde River Important Bird Areas: 
 
Upper Verde River State Wildlife Area 
http://aziba.org/?page_id=685 
Lower Oak Creek 
http://aziba.org/?page_id=444  
Tuzigoot 
http://aziba.org/?page_id=638  

Lower Oak Creek IBA not only supports incredible bird diversity, but also offers 

unique recreational opportunities for both residents and visitors.  

Photo Credit: Homer Gilchrist, 2013 

The San Pedro River 

The San Pedro River is one of Arizona’s greatest      

treasures.  It supports one of the best examples of   

desert riparian habitat in the southwestern United 

States, hosts the largest intact mesquite bosque       

community in Arizona, has one of the highest            

densities of breeding western yellow-billed cuckoos in 

the      United States, and is one of only four major 

north-south migratory bird corridors in the southwest. 

Join Audubon’s Western Rivers Action  Network as we rise to this  historic challenge to create healthier western  rivers for birds,  

other wildlife, and people.  

http://audubonaction.org/western rivers 

For more information contact Arizona’s WRAN coordinator Sarah Luna  at llsarah@msn.com 

Visit our website: http://az.audubon.org/western-rivers-action-network-0    Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WesternRiversAZ  

The San Pedro River supports one of the best examples of desert riparian in  the                

southwestern United States.  This unique Arizona landmark depends on sustained flows           

in the Colorado River and its tributaries. 

San Pedro River Important Bird Areas: 
 
San Pedro Riparian National Conservation Area: 
http://aziba.org/?page_id=539  
Lower San Pedro River 
http://aziba.org/?page_id=461  
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