
On a breezy Tuesday morning, 120 people gathered to 
attend a luncheon on the banks of the Salt River. The 
luncheon recognized and celebrated the partnership be-
tween Audubon Arizona and the City of Phoenix to build a 
nature education center on the river.  Valley Forward 
hosted the event which included VIP tours of the Rio 
Salado Restoration Project and Gateway.  

Following lunch, Sam Campana, Executive Director of 
Audubon Arizona, spoke of the progress and plans for the 
Rio Salado Audubon Center including announcing Weddle 
Gilmore as the architects of the project and Okland Con-
struction as the construction manager at risk.  Sheryl 
Sculley, the City of Phoenix s Assistant City Manager, told 
the audience how important the Rio Salado project and 
the Audubon Center would be for the future progress of 
this very visible part of Phoenix.  Both women spoke of 
the importance of this partnership in the realization of the 
Center.  

Audubon Arizona and the City of Phoenix then signed the agreement to allow for the building of the first 
Audubon nature center in the Valley.  The agreement gives the National Audubon Society the lease of four 
acres of land immediately adjoining the City of Phoenix s Rio Salado Restoration Project for fifty years at 
one dollar per year.   

When complete, in 2008, the Center will be centrally located to serve the community featuring multi-use 
classrooms and labs, exhibits and discovery areas, and numerous outdoor interactive spaces for children 
and adults. As Sam Campana noted: At Audubon, one of our goals is to engage people of all ages and 
backgrounds in positive conservation experiences.  The Rio Salado Audubon Center, uniquely situated in 
this urban area, will engage the children in the surrounding neighborhoods encouraging them to explore 
and understand this remarkable restoration and the natural world in general.

  

The event was sponsored by Valley Forward, which has been a vocal advocate of the Rio Salado Restora-
tion Project and other Salt River restoration projects, and was the first civic organization to host an event at 
this  project.  It is prophetic that we can enjoy the beauty of the habitat restoration we worked so hard to 
create and witness this momentous occasion, said Diane Brossart, president of Valley Forward.  This vi-
sion has been more than three decades in the making.  It was a very exciting day that demonstrated the 
realization of this dream for the river and its surrounding community. 
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(From Left) Sheryl Sculley, Assistant City Manager; Randy Bain, 
Chairman of the Board of Audubon Arizona; Jim Elmore, Dean 
Emeritus, ASU College of Architecture and Environmental De-
sign; and Sam Campana, Executive Director of Audubon Ari-
zona, at the signing. 


