COMMON BIRDS IN DECLINE
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A State of the Birds Report Summer 2007

Many of our most common and beloved birds are experiencingjtoers population declines. Analyzing forty
years of bird population data collected by citizen sa@genfior Audubon's Christmas Bird Count, combined, for
the first time, with Breeding Bird Survey data from the .UG®&ological Survey, Audubon has identified our
nation’s most vulnerable common birds. Additional analyseastt on state level trends. Some mirror the
national picture, while others reveal local and regiontierdinces. The birds below are suffering the most
serious population declines in Arizona. Along with their natiddammon Birds in Declinéist mates, they
showcase the need for vigilance in protecting local hab#aid the health of our environment. Working
together, we can make a difference. Migip://stateofthebirds.audubon.org/CBfiar the national findings.
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ARIZONA'S VULNERABLE COMMON BIRDS I ARIZONA

Since 1967

COMMON NIGHTHAWK (Chordeiles minor)

This night-active insectivore is migratory and may be encountering difficulties on their
wintering grounds. This species indicates that a solid conservation partnership must be
established with our southern neighbors.

LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE (Lanius ludovicianus)

Loggerhead Shrike numbers are decreasing in parts of Arizona due to habitat loss.
Another name for this bird is “butcher bird” due to its habit of impaling prey on sharp
sticks or thorns.

BLACK-THROATED SPARROW (Amphispiza bilineata )
This species populations are down mainly due to Sonoran desert habitat loss,
development, and urban sprawl. Desert dwellers have no doubt heard this handsome

birds’ pleasant “tinkling bell” song.

VERDIN (Auriparus flaviceps)

Verdins show population declines in southern Arizona due to habitat loss and
urbanization. Verdins can nest in developed areas, if sufficient native vegetation is
present. They feed on small insects and nectar.

PHAINOPEPLA (Phainopepla nitens)

These birds have decreased due to drought and urban sprawl, and they are not found in
cleared agricultural areas or open, treeless lands. This bird prefers areas of mistletoe
infested trees: they eat the berries and nest in the dense branches of the mistletoe.
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ARIZONA

HABITATS AT
RISK
Arizona’s deserts, forests, grasslands,

wetlands, lakes and rivers host some of the
highest diversity of breeding birds in the
continental United States. This diversity of
birds is attracted to Arizona because of the
variety of habitats found in the state, from the
spruce-fir forests of the White Mountains to
the Sonoran Desert and diversity of the Sky
Islands in southeastern Arizona. However,
Arizona’s critical bird habitats face a number
of threats. Grassland and desert habitats arg
being degraded from fragmentation and
parcelization; drought and bark beetle
infestations puts forest growth at jeopardy,
especially in ponderosa pine and Pinyon pine
forests. Meanwhile, some bird populations
are dropping due to building and agricultural
development on open grasslands.
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WHAT AUDUBON
IS DOING
In ARIZONA

Arizonans care deeply about birds and theif
habitats. Audubon in Arizona is working
with individuals across the state to monitor
bird populations, and to promote sound
stewardship on the ground. Our Important
Bird Areas program identifies critical bird
habitat and partners including the Arizona|
Game and Fish Department and loca
Audubon chapters work hard at promoting
the conservation of these areas.

The Important Bird Areas program provide
landowners with advice and assistance on how
to manage their lands in bird friendly ways.
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WHAT YOU
CAN DO

Arizonans can help keep common birds

common in a variety of ways. Landowners

can work with Audubon chapters in Arizona

to implement bird friendly management on

their lands. Landowners with river and stream
habitat can maintain and restore riparian

habitats where possible. Landowners and
communities should maintain native desert
and grassland vegetation and older age forest
habitats.

Volunteers can play a critical role in helping
us determine bird population trends by taking
part in bird monitoring projects. Participating
in the Christmas Bird Count, the Great
Backyard Bird Count and entering bird
observations into eBird are all important ways
to help ornithologists track bird populations.

Photo Credits: Black-Throated Sparrow, Verdin and
Phainopepla: Marceline Vandewater; Common
Nighthawk: David Sarkozi.
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